
 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR DECISION 

 

TITLE: Bylaw #33.24 – Lehigh Road Closure (1st Reading) 

DATE: October 21, 2024 

PRESENTED BY: Darryl Drohomerski, C.E.T., CAO 

ATTACHMENT: Bylaw #33.24 – Lehigh Road Closure (1st Reading) 

 

SUMMARY:  

As part of the Town’s Flood Mitigation Project and provincial funding agreement, the Town of 
Drumheller, the Province of Alberta and the Government of Canada have entered into an 
agreement to construct flood mitigation berms along portions of the Red Deer River in the Town 
of Drumheller to protect properties and the citizens of Drumheller from the ravages of flood 
waters wherever feasible. However, it has been determined by engineering studies that it was 
not feasible to protect the neighbourhood of Lehigh from flooding by earth berms due to sandy 
subsoil conditions which allows the transfer of high river water through the porous sandy soils 
resulting in flooding by percolation.  

 

The Government of Alberta has provided the Town of Drumheller funding for the purchase of all 
property within the Lehigh District to remove the improvements from this area and convert it into 
an Environmental Reserve. since the Town is now the registered owner of all the lots within the 
Lehigh neighbourhood, the Town can now move forward with closing the public roads and 
converting the land into an Environmental Reserve.  

 

The Town of Drumheller is already in the process of restoring the land to their natural state and 
transforming it into an Environmental Reserve. This includes removing old roadways, utilities, 
and planting additional trees.  

 

Therefore, since the Town is satisfied that these streets and lanes are no longer required for 
public streets nor will they be required for public streets in the foreseeable future, Administration 
recommends that Council proceed with the closure of streets and lanes in Lehigh. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council gives first reading to Bylaw #33.24 – Lehigh Road Closure and set a Public 
Hearing date for November 18, 2024.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

All lands in the neighbourhood of Lehigh will be converted into an Enviornemnteal Reserve to 
align with the requirements of this project. As defined by Section 664(1) of the Municipal 
Government Act, an Environmental Reserve is land not suitable for development and contains 
features such as swamps, gullies, ravines, coulees, floodplains, or land adjacent to a body of 
water. ERs are used to preserve natural features of land, prevent pollution, ensure public access, 
and prevent the development of land that is subject to flooding or unstable 

  

FINANCIAL IMPACT:   

The costs to convert this land are included with the Flood Mitigation project and is a requirement 
of the provincial funding agreement. 

 



Request for Decision 

Page 2 

 
STRATEGIC POLICY ALIGNMENT: 

Flood Mitigation is the key strategic priority of this Council and Administration 

 

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY:  

Notice of the proposed Road Closure and Public Hearing will take place via:  

a) newspaper ads in the Drumheller mail, running the weeks of October 30th and November 
5th;   

b) letters to adjacent properties within 200m of the proposed road closures; and,  
c) on the Town of Drumheller website as a media release and on the Town calendar  

 
 

MOTION:  

 

That Council gives first reading to Bylaw #33.24 – Lehigh Road Closure and set a Public 
Hearing date for November 18, 2024. 

         

      

 

 

    

Prepared by: 
Mitchell Visser 
Manager of Legislative 
Services  

   Approved by: 
Darryl Drohomerski, C.E.T. 
Chief Administrative Officer  
 

 










